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To M* MARTIN, the Sor-. 
rowful Relict of M* MA T- 
THEW MARTIN Citi 
zen of London, lately deccaſcd. 


My good Fnend, 

Pon the late afflictive Breach, which it pleas'd 
the Floly and Sovereign God to make upon you, 
in the taking away of your dear prod ne”, it 
was your requeſt to me, to Preach _ ſome 

Stbjett that might ſuit with this dark Providence. I 
moſt readily comply with you herein; not only to teſtifie 
my reſpect ro the Dead, but alſo ( and chiefly) to take 
the advantage of ſuch an Opportunity to promote the Good 
of the Living. 

The Text, = which the following Diſcourſe is ingraft- 
ed,) was choſe by yourſelf. And could you, or any other, 
have choſe a better, for ſuch an Occ.1ſton 2 It being fo well 
adapted to the General Caſe of Gods People, and to the 
Particular Caſe of your dear /lushand , both as to Life 
and Dearh. *T1s true, it 1 acommon Text, much beaten, 
often and often infiſted upon, upon the like Oceaſtans : yet, 
the Matter wrap'd up in it is ſo Weighty and Momentous, 
as that the frequent handling of It Aid not In the leaſt 
diſcourage me, from giving my Thexghts tco and Medi- 
tations «pon 1t. And indeed , altl ov#h ſeveral hve, 


f } WIL 


frem time to time, Leen drawing from it; yet it us far 
from being drawn dry : it being like the Breaſt, which, 
though often ſuckt, yet remains full; or like the Spring, 
which, though many Pitchers be put into it, yet by new 
ſupplies irs jtill kept from being empty. % 

The Argument, which it leads unto, is very plain, 
wholly Prattical. And —_ fo is this Treatiſe 
upon it : I hope, none that are judicious and ſerious will 
delpiſe it becauſe "tis ſo : Plain Truths, becauſe ſuch, are 
diſreliſht only by vitiated and diſtemper'd Palats. Tis 
Common Fad, wot Dainties and C leſter that ſuſtain the 
Natural Life; and ſure, the Spiritual Life does moſt 
depend upon, is moſt ſupported and firengthned by the 
plain andeafie Truths of Religion, in the meſt familiar and 
intelligible opening and preſſing of them. Wit may piece 
the Fancy, but it will never reach the Conſcience ; abſtruſe 
and knotty Points may break the Head, ſooner than the 
Feart : when all is done , 'tis the frequent, plain, 
powerful inculcating of the moſt known and familiar Truths 
and Duties of the Goſpel, that muſt bring Souls to God, 
and Heaven. Oh give me to hear and read, that which 
tends to further Faith in Chriſt. Real Godlineſs, univer- 
(al Obedience ; that, which will promote the holineſs of 
my Life, the peace and happineſs of my End; let theſe 
be urg'd and preſs'd upon me, with plainneſs and earneſt= 
neſs : This, this is that Preaching which through Gods 
Lleſſing wuſt ſave my Soul. 

' This is the thing defigned in this Sermon ; Viz. to pre- 
vatl with Sinners to engage in ſerious Piety, in holy and 
pright Walking with God. And what an Incentive have 
wein the Text hereunto ! The End of that Man is Peace; 
Peace 2 peace in a dying howr > What are g thouſand 
World's 


ids to this! to live in Peace 2 and then to die in Peace ? 
! hat higher felicity is the Creature capable of | What 
ave we here to'do, to be ſollicitous —_ 2 but this, 
firlt to live well, ayd then todic well: all other Things 
are merx Nugz, baubles and trifles in compariſon of theſe. 

Well, Thave here caſt in my poor Mite to farther them ; 
oh that it may find acceptance with God, and ſucceſs 
with Men ! ( with as many as ſhall peruſe what here is pub- 
lifht ! 

*— why do Tereft a Porch before ſuch an inconfidera- 
ble Building ? return to yeur ſelf; After Thad done what 
firſt you deſired, you then would have me Print what Thad 
preached. That troubled me , and brought me into a 
ftreight ; I being loth to deny, and yet not knowing well 
how to gratifie. The doing of it, might be ſome kindgeſs to 
you, but then I very well knew therein I ſhould be unkind to 
other Friends,(whom I had denied in the ſame requeſt ut- 
on the ſame Occaſion 2) and woſt mikind to my ſelt,in pulltſhe 
ing a thing ſo raw and indigeſted as this is. But that 
which drew me to a compliance with you, was, your Rel. 
tion, ( whom you ſent to me about this) told me, you de- 
fired only a few Printed Copies for your ſelf and your ſpecial 
Friends; this I thought not my ſelf mach concerned to oppoſe. 

7o leſſen my pains, you got a Friend to tranſcribe what 

Thad preached. Fle moſt accurately had taken inMV riting 
what ( upon the Review) 1 found 1 had not been ſo 
accurate in ſpeaking. Iperuſed bis Tranſcript, mending 
and , ſome ; 2B ( 7 we a Interlininghwould 

py 


admit of but as to any coaſt eralle alteration of the 


Matter , (in ſome neceſſary additions to it,) / could not 
have the advantage of ſecond Thoughts, (unleſs, I wrote 
all ever again.) So you mujt take it as it is ! 


/ SLE 


commend you, and all yours, to the bleſſing of the great 
God. Praying, that this ſmarting Rod may be ſanttified 
and ſweetned to you all ; that, God will be your God and 
Portion forever ; that, what you have loſt in the ſtream 
may be abundantly made up to you in the full and never-fail- 
ing Fountain ; that you may all imitate his holy Example 
whillt he lived, and ſo partake i that unſpeakable bappi- 
neſs which he poſſeſſes now he is dead. Soprays 


Tour true and faithful Friend 


ono, to ſerve you, 


Febr. I4. 1682. Thy. Facomd. 
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PSALM 237, v: 37: 


Mark the perfett Man, and-gebold 
the Upright, for the End of that 


Man 1s Peace. 


bh ——_—_— 


PON the late ſudden and afflitive 
Death of Mr. Martin, ( an excellent 
and uſefull Member of this Co a- 
tion,) I am deſired to Preach upon this 
Text : a Text, which from the ſuita- 
bleneſs of its Matter, is often inſiſted on upon theſe 
ſad Occaſions. 

The principal Deſign and Scope of David in this 
Pſalm, is, the quieting and comforting of the Peo- 
ple of God , under thew own Afﬀidted ſtate, and the 
Proſperous ſtate of, the Wicked : ( this is the main 
Argument which he inſiſts upon throughout rhe 
whole Pſalm. ) 

In order to the more effettual furthering of this 
Deſign, he Sums up various weighty Conſiderations ; 
wherein he fets forth the Miſery of the Wicked: 
( though they be Proſperous, ) and the Happineſs of 
the Godly ( though they be afflicted.) It would 
take up too much of my time to go over theſe ſe- 
veral Conſiderations, as they lie ſcatter d up and 
down in the body of the Pfalm ; I ſhall therefore go 
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no further then that One in the Text : Mark rhe 
Ferfect Man , and behold the Ppright » for the Fnd of 
that Man is Peace : As if David had fad, You 
ſee the Godly here for a timcexerciſed with many 
Troul les, many Afthct ions, whilſt the Wicked pro- 
ſper, and fourith in the World ; livein Health, Eaſe, 
and Plenty, in the AiFucnce of all Creature-com- 
forts : But yet, do not think their Condition better 
than the Condition of the Former, tecauſe theGod» 
ly have the Advantage as to the End and Iiſue of all; 
their Frd » Peace. Sinners ſeem to have the better 
of it jn the begimnino, Lut the Saints have the bet- 
ter of it in the Fd : Sinners have the brighe 
Morning , but then their Freaing is very Dark; 
Saints , ( onthe other hand, ) have the dark Morn- 


gech.147-ing, but then in the Evening, all us Light : Mark 


the perfect Man , and behold the Upright, the Fund of 
that Man is good ; it is Peace : Bur the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors ſhall be deſtroy d together, ard the Exd of the 
Wicked” fhall be cut off 5 ( as it follows in the next 
Verſe.) Here is the comparing of End and End; 
and it is 2 very bleſſed and gracious End to Gods. 
People , their End u Peace ; but the End of the 
Wicked, that is very ſad, the End of the Wicked ſhall 
be cut off. 

Obſcrve in the Words, 7hree things: 

1. The Subjett ſpoken of; or the Charader, 

ualification, and Deſcription of the Perſon; the 
[ rerfect and the Upright man. ] 

2. The Act requird as to this Subjc&t, [ Mark] 
the Perfect Man, and [ Beheld } the Upright. 

3. The Growid or Reafea of this Att; Mark the 
Ierfett Man ; why is lucha Perſon to ke taken notice 

of ? 
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of? becauſe the Fnd of that Plan is Peace. He deſerves 
to be mark'd and obſerv'd upon this Account, and tor 
this Reaſon. Or (it you pleaſe) you- may Lring it 
under the Notion of the Matter and Otject of this 
Att: Mark the perfect Man, &c. What are we to 
mark , obſerve, and take notice of concerning this 
Man? why this, that far Ead of thi Min » Veace ; 
this is one ſpecial thing to be conſider'd about him. 

We have two Objervations to hanile trom tlic 
Words. 

1. Obſ. That ſuch who are Perfeft and Vpright with 
God, their End is Peace. Let their Life be what it 
will, never fo dark and afflictive, yet their End » 
Peace. 

2. Obſ. That this bleſſed Frent and C onſequent of 
@prightneſs and Perfeition , is a thing tht ſhould be 
MarPd, Obſerv'd, and duly conſider d J Others : Mark 
the pare Aan, &c. 

we you theſe Obſervations according to our 
Reading of the Words; not in the leaſt troubling 
you with the various Yer/ions: of them by the An- 
cients. 'Our Tranſlation ſuits very well with the 
Original, therctore I keep to that. 

I begin with the Firſt. 

1, Obſ. Such who are Perfett and Upright with 
God, their End is Peace. 

In ſpeaking to which, 1 will 

x. A little touch upon the Subjet : and then 

2. Come to that ( which I deſign moſt to cn- 
"arge upon, ) to ſhew, that the End of this SubjeSt 75 

eace. 

1. For the Subje&t , [ The Perfet Man and the T/p- The perfect 
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right: ] So we render it in the Concrete, but ſeveral ,,.., 
B 2 render 


*Pro.20.9. 
Eccl.7. 10. 
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renier it in the . {//traf ; reading, 1t thus, Keep Pere 
tection, (ich cloſe to Vprightueſs : not as we, Mark the 
Perfect 11, cad behi:d the Upright : ( So rhe Chaldee, 
the SeNtul!7ont, SYMMAL hus , Jerom , and :ſome 
(rthers. ) 

Here are Two Words, Perfett and Z/pright ; ©n 
W? they are Synony mous. and xquipollent Terms, 
oth in rhis place importing but one and the fame 
thing ; the Perfed is as much as Upright; and the 
?/pright as much as Perfect. 

As to the former, it may be quencd. 


Queſt. /s avuy Man Perfect in this Life? Can any 


be ſaid to be Perfect mthis Lite? 

Anſi. As to the trift, abſolute, and legal Notion of 
Ferfe(tion, ſo-there is no Perfettionin this Liſe ; fo, none 
are Perie:t whilſt they are here on Earth. We were in" 
dced perfect in the paſt tate of Creation, as God made 
us at firſt ; and we ſhall be perſet again , in the -fu- 
ture ſtate of Glorificationz but in our preſent, fallen, 
and middle ſtate, ſo we are: not capable of thus Per- 
teftion ; (this ſtrict and legal Perfection.) This 
lies in full, exat, univerſal, and adxquate -Confor- 
mity to the whole Law and Will of God; in being 
freed from all inhazxfion, atts, and muxtures of Sir , 
and in having all the ſeveral Graces raiſed upito 
their higheſt pitch : this is the Perfection of rhe 
Law. And whocan * ſay, that in this Life, he comesto 
this Perfection ? He Ann but very little of himſelf 
that dreams of any ſuch Perfection. - In thus ſence, 

there never was 1n the Earth, one perte& May: ;: 
; excepting Adam before he fell ; and that Man, Chriff. 
Tefus.) M1 OT . 
oh then there 15 an Evangelical - Perfeition |; _ 
£1 which 
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which ſpeaks PerſcRion only in a qualified and: Goſpel 
ſence : And thus, every Godly Man is a perfect Man, 
even while he is hcre on Earth. 
Take the Explication of this , un Four or Five 


things : | 
| 1. He is perfect as to his Fuitjfcation. Inthe firſt 
Moment of the Sinners believing, he is perfettly Juſti» 
fed; his Sin being fully pardoned , his Guilt fully 
expiated,; his Perſon, made compleatly and perfect- 
ly Righteous, through the Imputation of Chriſts per- 

e& Righteouſneſs to him ; (for he that hath a. per- 

fect Righteouſneſs upon him, muſt needs be perfect- 
ly Righteous.) Sandification, that is a progreſſive 
Att, that goeth on by littleand little, Step by Step, 

by degrees; but Ju/tification is of 2 different Nature. 
That 1s a contizued, but not a progreſſive At. We 
are not Santtified all at once ; but we are juſlificd all 
at once. And all the ſucceſſive Pardons that we have of 
Sin, are but the Effte&ts of one continued Juſtification , 
as that 1s particularly applied ang drawn forth. Juſti- 
fication: is Simul & ſemet , altogether and at once ,, 
( as the Schools ſpeak. ) 

2. A gracious Man alſo is perfect, 7» ſome ſence, as 

to Nis Santification : Not as to the perfetion of De- 
| grees, but only as tothe Perfection of. Parts, . Ever 
| San&ified Man hath the PerfeQtion of parts, though 
| n0t,of Degrees.;, the whole Man is. Sandtified, though 
| not wholly; every * Power and Faculty in the Soul , *:The/ 5: 
| hath ſomething, of SanQifying Grace extended to it , ©? 
| af Fa ka. 4n it, And beſides. thgt ,. every truc 
| Convert hath ſomgthing of therwoEſſent/al. and Con- 
| /tywtrue parts of, Santtification ; ( viz. Mortification 
| and, #4/i07/cation;,) and fo be may be faid, to 'be' per- 


tes 
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pre? with the Pe fettion of Parts : As the New- 
born Bale has all the Eilential parts of a Man, as | 
well as the grown and perſe* Man. 

3. He may be faid tobe a perfect Man, as perfeti- 
on is the thing that he wiſhes, deſires, endeavours, 
arl aſpires after. All upright Chriſtians are ſenſible 
of much imperſc Hon ; are not fatis1ed with what 
they are, or have , cannot take up with their pre/en? 
Attainmeyts , either. in Grace or Comfort : but they 
are ever longing, and panting, and labouring after 

*,1.3.10. the perfecting ot the'e;the filling up of the Te bripiuere, 

| what i /acking in them. Perfection is the thing they 

aim at and pre's after. You ſee it in the Apoſile, 3 Fhzl. 

12. Not as though I had already attained, either were 

already perfeit ; but I follow after , if that I may ap- 

prehend that for which alſo 1 am apprehended of Chriſt 

Jeſus : Brethren, I connt not my ſelf to have apprehend 

ed, but this one thing Ido, forgettirg thoſe things that 

are behind and reachin —_ the things that are be- 

fore, I preſs forward, Fe. And ſincere Chriſtians are 

diyly growing up towards this Perfection, as well as 

aiming, at it, and __ alter tt, Job 17. 9. The 

Righteous alſo ſhall hold on his way , ant he that hath 

clean Flands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger : The Path 

of the juſt ( faith Solomon \) is like the ſhining Light , 

that ſhineth more and more unto the perfeit Day, Prov.4. 

18. Thus little Grace is perfet, inaſmuch as it 1s 
continually growing up to Perfetion. 

4- Though the Saints are not perfeCt here pn 
Earth, yet im Heaven they ſhall be perfett, It is in- 
deed the imperfet Man here, but it ſhall be the? 
perfect Man zhere. ' All our Graces in Heaven ſhall | | 


be filled up, elevated, and raiſed to their = 
pitch, | 
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ſhall be done away. 


(7) 
pitch ,7 and all: our Corruptions throvghly purged 
away. In Heaven, we ſha know even as' we are NT 
known ; ( what an expretſon is that to hold forththe ; 2 * 


| Perfection of knowledge!) We ſhall love God in 


Heaven, to the utmoſt' of what the Creature can 

come up unto in Love ; ( and ſo in the reſt.) MWhes , cor, 
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 10. 

To the Spirits of Fuſt Men j1,. .. 
made perfett. Heaven is a Stare of PericCtion, and 23. 

all that . are ſincere ſhall at laſt arrive at that Per- 
fection. 

5. Uprightneſs is perfeftion, as Ged accep!s it for 
Perfeftior. In Gods Eye, every upright Chriſtian is 
a perfect Chriſtian. Theretore, they are oftenlink'd 
together ; and the One is exegetical'of the Other : 
Mark the perfect Man and tchold the Tpright ; the 
Upright and the Perfect , are all one; the perfect 

an is the Upright Man , and theretore Pcriect 
becauſe Upright. It's ſaid of Noah, he was a ju// 
Man, and ferfett in his Generatior, and Noah walked 
with God: Was there no fin in him 2 we ( know 
the contrary.) was he periett in Holines? No, 
but he. was perfect, inthat he walked with Ged, and 
was Upright, They are again put together in the 
CharaGQer of Job, Job 1. 1. 7hat Man was Perfect and 
Upright, Gen. 17.1. [am God Almighty, walk before 
me, and be thou Perfect ; (j.e. bexhou Upright.) Ph1/.;. 
t5. Let as many therefore as are Perfett, be thus minded ; 
( it cannot. be fpoken of any Pertedtion , other rhau, 
what 15 wrap t up in Sincerity.) And thus is the 
meaning of the Words here, Mark the perfect Man, and 
bebold the Upright. - 

It would bc a vaſt Subject, particularly to deſcribe 


and 


Gen. 6 .% 


The Hap- 
pineſs of 


tbe' u 


* Erit ad 
Extre- 
7111. Vit 


pax. Hie- cording to which, there muſt be 


[('8 ] 
and Charaferize this Upright Man; I' muſt, only 
touch upon it when I come to the Uſe. 'So mach 
of the Perſon of whom the Text ſpeaks, The perfett 
Man and the'UVpright. | 

; 2.. Secondly, I come to rhe Happineſs of this Man. 
How, does it fare: with this Man 2 well, as well 


ef 
r1ebrhten, as Heart and Soul can deſire, The En of that Man is 


* Peace.” 
Wel confeder this Fud in a m_—_ Reference, (ac- 
ſoa threefold Ex- 


ron-97 <5! plication of the Peace annexed to it.) It refers, 
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ſunt relt= 


quiz homi- 


2u pacifico. 
Vulg. 
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I. To the final Iſſue of all God's Providential Diſpen- 
fations towards Upright Perſons. LEED 

' 2. To Death, the End and Period of their Natural 
Life. 

3. To their End, State, and Condition after Death in 
the World above. 1neach of theſe reſpe&ts, the'Exd of 
the Godly upright Man, is Peace. 

1. As'it refers , to the final Iſſue of all God's Provi- 
dential Diſpenſations. And fo, the ſence of it will 
come to this : Good - Men, Holy Men, their Condi- 
tion here ( tor:a time )- may be very dark, afflictive, 
and troubleſome ; God may ſee it good, in his infinite 
Wiſdom, to exercife them with various Afictions 
and Trials; the chaſtnings of God may be very ſe- 
vere upon them, ( without and within. ) Well!-yet 
ſtay but a little, tl the Fnd come , 0 e. tt God 
has done his *whole work upon them ; till the cloſe of all 
his Afflitive Providences, till the time is come that he 
hath ſet for Mercy aud Comfort ;)and then all is Peace. 
The End of that Man ts Peace , ' with reſpe& to God's 
Providences ; as God does Fadand Wind up all his Pro- 
videntialWorkings(whatſoever they are) towards him 

in 
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in Peace and __ It falls in —_— te: 30. 
. Weeping may endure for a Night, but joy cometh in 
A pure. yr wth that of the Apoflle, Heb. 12, 
1,12. No Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous 
but grievous ; nevertheleſs , afterwards ( at the end ) 
it yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs unto 
them that are exerciſed thereby. You have an ex- 
preſſion , Jam. 5. 11. Behold, we count them happy 
which endure , ( that One would think was a very 
ſtrange counting, ) Tou have heard of the Patience of 
Job, and have ſen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is 
very pitiful, and of tender Mercy. You have ſeen to 
what end the Lord brought things with this Job : 
In the beginning of God's dealings with him, he did 
not appear to be {0 merciful, pityful , and gracious ; 
but when it came tot!1cEndwhen things were brought 
to the final Iſſue, then he appear to be very piti- 
ful and compa'iiona!c towards him; then it was Peace 
and Comijort to poor. a:liifted Fob. !t is faidof him, 
the Lord bleſſed the latter end of Job more then his be- 
gim-i:g, Job 42.10. Oh, the Condit.on of upright 
Chriſtians, lor a time may te very flormy and tem- 
peſtuous ; but in the Cloſe, all is ſerene and calm 
As I faid before, The Morning may be Dark and 
Cloudy, ( nay it may be ſo the whole Day, the twhole 
time of Life, ) but yet in the Evening all is Light. 
Affliction may tor a long time be their-Lot and Por- 
tion, but all ſhall end in Peace. This Explication 
(Iconceive, ) doth beit ſuit with the main Scope of 
Davidin this F/.:/ ; but becauſeit does not ſo well ſuit 
with the Providence of God before us this day, I ſha!l 

not further calarge upon ut. 
2 This End here carries a ſpecial reſerence unto 
C Death, 


[ 1d } 


Death, the end and period of Life. Dent. 32.29. Oh that 
they were wiſe,that they underſtood this thatthey would con- 
hder their latter end ! Death is our end, it puts an 
cnd to Life, (to the Natural and Temporal ee) 
When a Manis dying,he is at hisgreat End; his laſt end. 
Now, mark the perfett Man, and behold the Upright, 
the End of that Man is Peace; that is, in a dying 
hour, upon his Bed of pain and fickneſs, when he is 
breathing out his laſt Breath, he harh Peace, he dies 
in Peacc. 
There 154 s: xe Peace that belongs to the godly- 
man at this Fnd, 
1.Peace with Gd; (the higheſt,moſt bleſſed and moſt 
glorious Peace.) Being juſtified by Faith we have peace 
with God, Rom. 5.1. The holy Soul, lives in this 
peace with God, and dies in this Peace with God 
too. | The Wicked live, and die, in a State of en- 
mity with God, all along they are Enemies to God, 
and God an Enemy to them; there's is no Peace, no 
reconciliation betwixt God and them. But ſincere 
Chriſtians, both living and dying, have peace with 
God ; they have in Lite, a God reconciled to them 
through Chriſt ; and at Death, they go to areconciled 
God and Father ; not to an angry, an hating, an ho- 
ſtile God, but to a pacified and loving God ; to a God 
that is their Friend. Oh this is the great Happineſs 
of God's People! the End of ſuch is this Peace. 
2. Their end is peace as to Peace fromGod. Peace 
Gmudium in themſelves and with themſelves, the Peace of 
n fine ſet Conſcience ; that Peace, which is called the Peace 0 
-| i= Bo God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. Oh 
Berr, when Death comes to lay his Arreſt, his cold hands 
upon an upright Chriſtian, when he is going the or 
0 
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of all Fleſh, when the Grave is openct and ready to. re- 
ceive him, when he is juſt dropping into the Houſe of 
rottenneſs ; even then, ( through the Grace of God ) 
he has inward Peace, Serenity, and Comfort. "The 
* Swan (ings and. dies, dies ſinging; the godly Man 7 
dies r<aycing. Sampſon tound Hony in the Lyon ; fo ,, $4. 
tis here. Prov. 14. 32. But the Righteous hath hope in 
his Death; ( that Hope that rileth up to Peace :) The 
Wicked 1s driven away in his Wickedyeſs, | in the former 
Branch of the Verſe;) God deals with hum w a terrj- 
ble manner, drives his Soul out of his Body whether 
he will or no : ay, but 'tis not ſowiththe godly, rhe 
Righteous hath hope in his Death. There # hope in thine 
End, Fer. 31.17. ( Ido but allude to this Text, for 
the End in it, is not that which am at preſent ſpeak- 
ing of. ) Good old Simeor, he died with this Peace; 
Lord, now letteſft thou thy Servant depart in Peace: there 
might be ſamething ſpecial and pecubar in his caſe; , , 
butasto the ſubſtance, fo it reaches to all Gods People. PREY 
It is faid of Moſes, Deut. 34 5. He died according tothe 
Word of the Lard : the Fewtſh Interpreters it, he 
died at the Mouth of the Lord ; and they tay that 
(when he came to die ) God k:ifed out his Soul; he $ce Bi- 
ve in ſuch manifeſtations of his Love and Mercy to ſhop _ 
a, as that heeven kiſt his Soul out of his Body Gone big 
and ſurely, here was Peace at the End. So it 
was with Hezekiab, 2 Kings 20. 3. with holy Paul, 
I am read) to be offered, and the time of my departure 1s 
at hand; (now ſee his peace, ) have foarks the good 
Fight, &c. FHenceforth is laid up for me a Crown , &c. 
Tim.z. 7.8. So with various Martyrs, ( asmight be 
wrnin-feveral Inſtances.) 
- Here three Queſtions _ be reſolved : 
2 
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I. _—_ the Upright Man Peace only at his End 

The End of that Man is Peace > Hath he no Peace while 
he lives, but only when he comes to die ? 

2. Hath every Upright Man this Peace 2 

3- 1s it only the Upright that have this peace > No we 
not ſce many die with a great deal of Peace, who yet 
are far from being in the Number of theſe Upright 
and perfect Ones ? 

But I will rather reſerve the Anſwering of theſe 
Queſtions to the Application , ( when I ſhall have 
firit finiſh'd the Dofrinal part. ) 

3 Laſtly, Take this End here, for the bleſſed State 
and Condition that follows after Death, in the World 
abrve, And certainly, here's Peace in the higheſt 
Notion of it ! The End of the Perfect Man, 1s this 
Peace. Gracious Perſons, (ſuch who have feared God, 
and lived a Holy life, ) they die, leave this World, en- 
ter upon an everlaſting State : What a kind of State is 
that? Oh it is a State of Peace! Fe ſhallenteranto 
Peace, Iſa. 57-2. It is not only, he ſhall go out (or die) 
in Peace ; that follows in the next Branch, 7 hey ſhall reſt 
in their Beds, each one walking in his Vprightneſs: ) but 
he ſhall enter z#to Peace,into a State of Peace. Heavenis 
ſuch a State, 'tis a place of Peace; and much 'ot - the 
—_— of Heaven lies in the Peace that 1s there en- 

joy d. In the glorified Condition there is nothing 
but Peace, there all is Peace. Therefore ,, Peace 1s 
olten brought in as one great Ingredient into, and 
Part of, the Heavenly Felicity : 2 Rem. 9g. 10. 7ribula- 
tion, and Anguiſh, upon every Soul that doth evil', of 
the Jew firſt,; and alſo of the Gentile ; fut Glory; t fanou 

and Peace, toevery Man that. worketh \good:, Roms: 8. 

To be carnally-miided, is Death ; but to be ſpiritually- 
mit ded, 
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minded, is Life and Peace ; it is Peace atpreſent, and it 
ends in Peace, in oy Peace hereafter , Gal. 6. 
16. As many as walk according to this Rule, Mercy and 
Peace be unon them, and upon the Iſrael of God. 

Peace, in the large acceptation of it, takes in all Good 
whatever : It is the abridgment of allGood,the Sum and 
Center of all Felicity. So the Fews usd it in their Com« 
mon Salutations, Peace be unto you ; ( that is,all Good, all 
Mercy.) Thus Heaven isa State of Peace, there being 
in Heaven the concurrence and poſle(l.on of all 
good. There's nothing that the Soul of Man (in its 
utmoſt cravings) can deſire, but it ſhall have it in 
Heaven. There's not the preſence of the leait Evil, nor 
the abſence of tie lcaſt Good. 

Then take this Peace in the ſfrifter Acceptation of 
it; ſothe glorified Condition is a Condition of Peace. 
There is Peace with Ged, Peace with Men, and Peace 
with a Mans own ſelf Peace with God ; Oh there are 
no breaches with God in Heaven ! we have too 
much of Theſe here , but above there's nothing 
of them. All is Amity and Peace with God there. 
Peace with Mex : how are all the Saints united 
and agreed there! there's no diſcord or contenti- 
on , nothing but Oneneſs, Harmony, and Love. 
There Luther and Calvin, the greatett Diſſenters 
are fully reconciled. Tbe World is in flames here, 
but ther! all theſe ſhall be fully quenched. We that 
cannot agree now, while upon Earth, thall perfectly 
agree in Heaven ; whatever our Differences may be 
ja this lower Region, they ſh1!] all vaniſh in Heaven ; 
there we all hall be'of on-: mind.” And 'tis no ſmall part 
of the happineſs of. 4he godly, to be taxen into 7s 


Feace.) Further, the Saints there have peace. in aud 
with 
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with themſelves : Alt thoſe Paſſions and perturbations 
of mind that here purſue and vex them, fhallall there 
ceaſe; there's no inward Commotions or 5torms ; all 
15 ſedateand calm within, in the Thoughts and in the 
Conſcience. Storms are only in the cet Region ; 
there's not the leaſt trouble of Mind in Heaven, the 
Soul there lives in conſtant Repoſe and Qunetneſs. All 
jarrings, commotions, that are in the Soul here, Hea- 
ven frecs from : Oh there is Peace / 

And this Peace, this glorious Peace, 1s the Upright 
Mans Portion ; he End of that Man is this peace. He 
hath the 4eginnings of it here , but he ſhall have the 
completion and conſummation of it there. This Heaven- 
ly Peace, ( this Peace of the gloriged ſtate,) belon 
to this Man. Whatſoever inward troubles and di- 
ſturbances he may have in this Life , in the Life to 
come all ſhall be peace ; not one fad Thought to trou- 
ble him, not one Temptation to aſſault tum, not any 
Deſertion to afflift him ; all peace! all comfort ! 

So much for the fr/t Obſervation, that whoever are 
Perfett and = ht with God, their End is Peace. | 
ſhall ſpeak a * 3 ( and but a little,) to the Second; 
and that is thus : 

2. Obſ. This bleſſed effeft, Fuent, or Conſequent of 
Uprightneſs, this happineſs and felicity of Upright Per- 

F£» oe a thing to tet taken i. hs i and duly 
confider'd, by Others. Mark the Perfett Man, and be- 
hold the Upright ; i.e. fix your thoughts upon them, 
conſider and ponder and weigh with your ſelves, how 
it is with them ; take notice of them with refpe&t to 
their Exd, that it is Peace. 

Two xg” 4 are "> in this Advice; 

it. The Notoriety of the Thing : 


2. The 
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2. The Yaluableneſs and Confiderableneſs of the 
Thing : 

1. The Notoriety of the thing. The Marking ( here 
directed to,) extends both to x. ©prightneſs it ſelf, 
and alſo to the nappy Conſequent of that Uprightneſs : 
and it implies, that both are Y7#b/e , lying open to 
' our knowledge and Obſervation. It's true , both of 
them, in ſome reſpeQs,are hidden and indifcernable by 
us: Sincerity lieth deep and hidden in the Heart, is that 
which God alone can immediately ſce and take notice 
of, And fo the Peace ( that reſults from this Sinceri- 
ty,) that too is a ſecret and an hidden thing: As the 
Heart only knoweth it's own bitterneſs , fo the Heart on- 
ly knows it's own peace ; it's the hidden Manna that 
Upright Perſons have which none know bur only they 
who feel it. But yet this notwithſtanding, there are 
ſome ſuch external manifeſtations and eruptions of both 
of theſe, as that they may be taken notrce of : Other- 
wiſe we had never been called upon to Mark the 
Perfe&t Man, and Bebo/d the Upright. Uprightneſs, 
as it lyeth inwardly in the Heart, God alone fecth ; 
but as it ſhewes it ſelf in the viable Atts of Obedience 
and Holineſs in the Life, ſo we may lee it allo. So 
inward Peace and Comfort. As that is lodg'd and 
ſeated in the Soul and Conſcience. So he only diſcerns 
it who enjoys it ; but as it breaks forth and vents it ſelt, 
in ſuch and fuch Words, nes and Carriages of 
living and dying Perſons, ſo the Standers by and the 
Hearers of it may come to the knowledge of tt. It is 
a thing may be known, there 1s a notoriety in it ; 
and therefore che Pſa/mi/t commands Mark, oblcrve, 
improve your knowledge about this, that the fd of 
the perfect Man 1s Peace, ; 

2. It 


Pro.1 4.10. 
Rev. 2.17. 
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2. It implies the importance and obſervableneſs of the 
thing. Are any Perſons holy and good? 8 And does 
it fare ſo well with them at Death? do they reap 
this Bleſſing upon Upright walking in a dying hour? 
Oh let all mark, and Srioully conlider this ! tor it's 
a thing that deſerves the moſt ſerious Conſideration. 
And that upon a twotold Account ; 

1. Becauſe the due marking of this will much tend un- 
to, and be a very probable Means, to beget in Others 
a firm and ſteady belief of the Goodneſs of God himſelf, 
and of the Goodneſs of the Ways of God. Has a godly 
Man this bleſied Peace when he dies? And a better 
Peace after his Death, (the peace of Heaven?) Surely 
this muſt convince Men that God is good , his ways 
too very good | This would highly vindicate Religion 
to the World , and take off thoſe prejudices that are 
in Sinners againſt a holy Lite. If they would but mark 
and take notice-of the happy End of thoſe who live it. 
Holineſs may expoſe Men to Sufferings and Afflictions 
here (for a time,) but then, ſooner or latter, it will 
abundantly compenſate and recompence all thoſe ſut- 
terings and Afﬀlictions by internal and eternal Peace. 
Oh how could any be prejudiced againſt Holineſs, did 
they Lut belieic and obſerve how well it gocth with 

Confice= Gods People in a dying hour, and after Death? Cer- 

rate vids . . . 

corum qui tainly, this would filence all thoſe Reaſonings that are 

mtegrevi- 11 Men againſt ſtrict and afflicted Piety ; and bring 

«opdogl® them over to, and fix them in, the Life and PraCtice of 

oer:bus Of ſerious godlineſs. Holy David brings in the Words 

erm; upon this Account, (as I ſhew'd at firſt.) 

may rf 2. Thc Marking and conſidering of this, would be 

— PRC bus powerful Motive and Incentive to excite others, 
alin 7 imitate the Examples of Upright Perſons. To live 
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with Peace, ( the Peace of God which paſſeth all 
widerſtanding > then to die in Peace? then to 
enter into Peace in the preſence of God in Heaven ? 
What great and deſirable Bleſſings are theſe! But ( 1 
befeech you,) how are they to be attained 2 No other 
way but by Upright and Holy walking with God. 
Mark therefore the perfeit Man, How ? ſo as to tread in 
his Steps, ſo as to follow his Pattern, ſo as to live as he 
Iweth ; and then you may hope to attain to his Peace : 
Live the Uprightneſs of that Man , and then enjoy 
the Peace of that Man. This (in ſhort) ſhall ſuffice 
for the Second Obſervation: 1 come to the Uſe : 

Tſe 1. Where firſt, we have aclear view and pro- 
ſpet of that great Difference that is betwixt Saints and 
Sinners, betwixt the Godly and the Wicked, The End 
of the One i Peace; is that the End of the Other too 2 
Oh no! the End of the Wicked Man is no Peace; Zhevre js 
no Peace to the Wicked, ſaith my God: Mark the 4/- 
ſertion, and the Confirmation thereof ; No Peace to the 
Wicked? "Sinners have quite other Notions, are very 
hardly brought to believe this ; ah but' we have it, 
aſſerted from God's own Mouth, (from which nothing 
but Truth can proceed, \»o Peace to the Wicked [ [ith my 
God]. Ohthe End of the Saints is nor ſo happy and 
comfortable, but the End of Sinners is as ſad ard mi- 
ſcrable! 

I might bring this down, to the rhreo Frplica! ions 
of the End in the Text. 

rt. Such who live in Sin,its thus with them as to their 
external Condition, they have their beſt at firſt and their 
worſt at laſt, Gods People have their worl! at firſt, and 
their beſt at laſt; Troubleat firſt but Peace at laſt: bur it's 
quite otherwiſe with the ungodly. They /cg;n with Mer- 
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cies, { fre bY in the World, are not afflied as others, 
enjoy Realth and Wealth, variety of all Creature-Blef- 
{ings : ) Lut then they erd with dreadful Judgments, 
Their Sweet is foon turn'd into Bitter, their Honey 
into Gall and Wormwood ; their Proſperity ( often ) 
ends in great Adverſity : Oh there's is a Sting in the tail 
of all thcir Bleſſings! And fo, with reſpect to the Pre- 
vidences of God towards them, their End 1s no Peace. 
2. They come to die ; Death makes its approaches, 
( which it will do ſooner or later to all of them ;) they 
are caſt upon Beds of Pain and Sickneſs : And how 1s 
it with them then? Oh, no Peace! They had not 
much Peace, (indeed xo true Pcace,) in their Health, 
and while they were in their beſt State 5 but they have 
leſs when they come to die. We,muſt mark, as the 
Perfect and the Upright Man, ſo alſo the Wicked and 
the Ungodly man: The former we may mark upon a 
Comfortable account, ( their End is Peace; ) but the 
Latter upon a fad Account, (their End is trouble.) Alas, 
how it it with them in a dying Condition? very bad ! 
How full of Fearare they then! Nay, (where Sin hath 
been very high, and Conſcience 3s awakened to pur- 
poſe, ) how full are they then of inward horrors and 
terrors! Oh Day and Night they * meditate Terrors, 
(according tothe Threatning.) How do their guilty 
Souls quake and tremble in them! Oh, they are 
in Hell, beforc they are in Hell! What fad Reflexi- 
ons do they make upon a bad Life! and what torments 
do they feel in themſclvesupon thoſe Reflexions ! They 
ſee they muſt die, but how do they dread to dic | They 
are going to an everlaſting State, and it wounds them 
thorough and thorough to think whar little ground they 
Have to hope,it will be to them aState of EY (s. What 
| readtul 
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onies do they feel in themſelves! crying out, 
oh,what will become of us to all Eternity ? Oh my Soul, 
my Soul, whither art thou going? How do they 
wiſh, that they never had been Born, had never ſeen the 
Light! All their former Hopes and Confidences, now 
vaniſh : ( their hope is cut off, and their Truſt is like the 
_ Web, Fob 8. 14.) Prov. 10. 28. Prov. 11. 7. 
hey kindleda Fire, and for a time warm'd themſelves 
with the Sparks they had from that Fire ; but now they 
hear that dreadful Word from God, this ſhall ye have 
of my Hand, ye ſhall lie down in Sorrow, Iſa. 50.1 1. This 
is the diſmal Condition of all that forget God , when 
Sickneſs and the pangs of Death are upon them. 
3- For the nd any. 4 Heavenly Peace,theHappineſls, 
oy, and tr{nquillity of the Heavenly State; that they | 
venoſenſe of,noTitle to: [t belongs nt at all tothemy X29 | 
they can look for nothing but ?ribulition and anguiſh,the 235, 
fiery indignation of the Great God, to be their Portion 
tor ever. | 
And now, do not theſe things prove a vaſt difference 
betwixt the Godly and the Wicked? "Tis fad that Sin- 
ners will not believe this till they tcel it ; till rheir,late 
Conviction of it will be ſo excecding dreadtal.Mark the 
Upright man, for theend of [ that an] is Peace ; he 
is a Man by himſelf in this happy End ; itis appropri- 
ated and confir'd 'to-himſelf.,, and is not common to 
other Perſons. Tis Childrens Bread, which God ne- 
ver caſts to Dogs. 
ſe 2, This may put us upon Examination ;upon {e- 
rious enquirygwhat is our State and courſe? Are we in the 
Number of theſe Perfett, and @/pright Ones ? brought 
under the Qualifications here mentioned ? It we be,then 


we may hopec!for Peace ; but if not,then there's no cxpe- 
D 2 ctation 
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Aation of it. Therefore doth it not highly concern vs, 
with the greateſt ſcriouſne's, to reflect upon our (elves, 
to cal our ſelves to account about this. Oh whatam 
[ ? What is my way and Courſe 2 Am T Upright with 
God in Heart and Life 2a Nataniel, an J/-aelite indeed, 
one that is without gyile? ſingle-hearted towards God? - 

To help you in this Trial, know that Uprightneſs 
may be conſidered either more /argely,or more /tridtly. 

1. More /argely, as it ſtands in oppoſition to all 
Wickedneſs in General. ' So the Antithefis lies here in 
the Words; Mark the perfeit Man , and behold the 
Ppright, but Trarſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together, 
and the End of the Wicked ſhall be cur off: (the 7rayſ- 
greſſors and Wicked are ſet in oppoſition to the PerfeCt 
and Upright.) If you take it thus, then the Perfe&t and 
Upright Man is the Holy or Godly Man, (inthe com- 
prehenſive import of that Character.) He is One 
who loves and lives. Holineſs, that walks not after the 
Fleſh but after the Spirit ; who orders his Converſation 
aright , according to the Rule of Gods Word ; .who 
reſts not in the form of Godlineſs only , but lives up 
to the power of it ; whoſe whole Life is a continued 
Walking with God ; who doth not allowedly lie and live 
in Sin, (in any one known Sin\, but he endenvours 
and ſtrives to come up to an univerſal Conformity, (to 
the utmoſt ofhis power and ſtrength, )-to the whole 
revealed Will of God. Ina Word, one who is Good 
and doth Good. Now is it thus with you? Are you thus 
Holy? Holy in all manner of Converſation,” it this be 
your Way and Courſe, then your End ſhall be Peace. 
This is the large Notion of Uprightneſs. 

2. Conſider it more ſtrifUy, as it is more particular- 
ly, ſet in oppoſition to Hypocrifie. And ſo the 
right 


[ 21 ] 
right ard Perfet Man, is one who is not falſe with 
God Lut hearty and fincere : One who is not 
a mear pretender to Religion, but in-wardly hath 
the Life and Spirit and power of Religion; One, 
that is not one thing without and an other thing 
within, that hath an Heart and an Heart, is double-hearr- 5.m.t.3. 
ed, ( which is the very Core and Venom. of Hypocri- 
ſie; ) but heis /ing/e hearted towards God : One, who 
in ſimplicity and 0 ſincerity , not with fleſhly Wiſdom, 2Cor.x.12. 
orders his: Converſation in the World. One, that is Pal. 1 
ſound in the Statutes of God, (as David pray'd he might go. - 
be;) What he appears to be that he is, with the external 
Profeſſion there's an inward Principle in him : The 
fixed and main bent of his Heart is for God. Are 
you thus Upright? if ſo, your Fnd ſhall be Peace ; but 
the falſe Hypocrite muſt look tor no Peace. 

I ſhould havedeſcended to Particulars,to have help d 
you in this Enquiry : they are very many, bu* I mult 
only. ſingle out a few of the great Marks and Eviden- 
ces of Sincerity,without any enlarging upon them. 

I. The doing of good from au invard Principle : The 
bare doing of Good, will not provea Man to be pertect 
and Upright ; but the doing of Good from an inward 
Principal, that will prove it. As meer motion will 
not demonſtrate Lite ; but when that motion is ab intry, 
that demonſtrates Lite. 

2. The Univerſality of Obedience. When a Man is not 
partial in the Commands of God ; picking and chuſing 
in Duties, ( ſomething he will do ſomething he will *Nun. 4. 
omit ': No., - but..he .* follows Godly fully, and has pt ,,04 
reſpect to. all the. Commands of God. ", tf! | 
.. .}- Conflancyandfixednefy.m what is Good. The Upright xp/6.4. 
man, his Righteouſneſs 1s not like the Morning dew that Met. 13. 
7-4 goeth” * 
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goeth away ; not like the Fruit that grew up, but had | 
Koot, and therefore dured but a while ; he is one that 
is uniform, conſtant, and ' fixed in what is Good. 
Gen.17.1. 4. Walking always as under Gods Eye, and doing all 
as in theſight of God. ( 

5. The making of the glory of God the Supreme and ul. 
timate End , inall attions ; Whether we eat or drink, 
or whatever we do, doing all to the Glory of God. 

Here's the Perfect and Upright Man. | 

r. He is one, that whatſoever he doth in the things | 
of God, he doth it from an imward Principle. 

2. Heisone that is 7n7verſal 1n his Obedience. 

3- He is one that is ſteady and perſevering in the 
good ways of God. 

4- He is one, that wherever he is , and whatever 
he doth, he always looks upon himſelf as ander God's 
Eye. 

yn He is one whoin all his Aftings,intends and aims 
at Geds Glory, as his Supreme End. (ButI am ſtraitned 
by the Time, and muſt not enlarge upon theſe Heads. ) 

Tſe 3, The third Uſe, ſhall be to excite and urge all 
to endeavour atter the Qualification and Character here 
laid down. I would improve the Opportunity which the 
preſent ſad Occaſion gives me, to be carneſt with you 
to Jabour after Sincerity. Oh, Sirs, I beſeech you Hear, 

Pray, Read, Meditate, mortifie Corruption, uſe all 
Means for the attaining of it ! 

What a world of Arguments might I ſet before you, 
to raiſe and elevate your deſires and endeavours after 
it! Sathan, Sin, the World, -the:\Fleſh,, aff have 
their Arguments againſt.it. (. fueh as they ave z )- but 
they are all weak and\falkgoins,. of ao weighth, it 
compared with the Argitnents which i might ſer before 
you for it. | Up- 
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Upright Walking, ſincere Godlineſs , is a thing that 
1 God is highly pleaſed with and takes ſingular delight in : 
Such as are Upright in the Way, are his delight, Prov. 11. 
20, 
lf] God hath a very opex Hand and Heart to upright 
Chriſtians; he thinks nothing too much to give to 
them, orto do for them : P/al. 84. 11. 7he Lord God 
's a Sun and a Shield, the pon will give Grace and 
lory, and no = thing will he with-hold from them that 
walk Uprightly : (No good thing 2? What a comprehenſive 
xpreſſion is that !) 
Poor and Ajfflicted Sincerity is infinitely better then 
ich and Proſperous Wickedneſs ; (it may not appear fo 
at preſent, but it will be found to be ſo at laſt.) Pro. 2.8. 
6. Better is the Poor, that walketh in his Uprightneſs, 
han he that is perverſe in his ways, though he be Rich.The 
pright Man does not only do good to himſelf, but to 
Is Poſterity alſo; Mercy 1s entail'd by him upon his 
Dfispring : Prov. 20.7. The juſt Man walketb in his In- 
tegrety, and his Seed are bleſſed after him. Such whoare 
pright with God, God will be Upright with them 
ith the Upright,thou wizt fhew thy ſelf Vpright, Plal. 18. 


» 
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But paſſing by theſe Horrves, this One in the Text 
methinks ) may be enough to prevail with you to 
oſe with and endeavour atter Sincerity and real Holi- 
ſs. Is the End of the Perſe&t and Upright Man, 
eace? Such Peace, ( as has been deſcribed? ) Oh 
vho would not be Such a Man , that he may partake 
ft Such an End! Holy Paul look't upon al his Suf- 
crings as nothing , if he might bur fiſh his Courſe 1% 29. 
ith joy ; ( Such an high Senle had he of this Peace at ** 
lus end.) It 1s precious at all times, but moſt precious 
in 
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3:513.24.102 dying hour: Oh when the King of Terrors, the 
molt terrible of all terribles, ſhall approach us; then 

to be above aftrighting Fears, to haveall pxcate and 

quict within? What a blcſſed thing 1s this! How 

* Mag- does it * concern usall to make ſure of it! + The poor 
"5 2 4;, ſotted Sinner , who flighted/this Peace when Death 
di/cenda, Was at a diſtance from him ; now upon 1t's near ap- 
cum adve- yroach tohim, (if Conſcience be not quite ſeared, and 
nent Þo4 he void of all ſenſe of Eternity,) what would he give 
rabilx, c- for it? had he a Thouſand Worlds at lus diſpoſe, he 
942 1999 would willingly part with them all for a little of this 
Sn. 5p. inward Peace. But (alas, ) in his Life he knew not the 
3s. way ef Peace: ( Rom. 3. 16.) and therefore in his Death 
he muſt not have the Bleſſing of Peace. What an In- 

centive to Holineſs is the had End of bad Men! they 

:1; 42 Allfay, Whoever looks upon us, let him learn to be Religi- 
Tis *6%or, ous ; (according to the Inſcription upon SewnacheriÞ's 
$761; . Statuc or Tomb, in one of the Aigiptian Temples.) And 
rodot. Can itbe otherwiſe with them? Can it be imagingd, 
that he who has lived a Wicked Life ſhould die a 
comfortable Death? No, no! He that lives z/, 

cannot die well; ( unleſs it pleaſe God to work ſome 

great Change at the laſt.) If it be SinintheLite, 

(- allowed and unrepented of ) it will be dread 

and horror in the Death. "Twill not be cnough 

for us when we come to die, to wiſh for a peaceable 

and happy Death, (the Death of God's People ; ) this 

Balaam did, Numb. 23. 10. Oh, ( faith he, ) Let me 

die the Death of the Righteous , and let my laſt End 

belike his ! (ke knew that to be a good End, and there- 

fore he defir'd that his might be like it ; but that would 

| not bring him to the attianment of it.) I ſay 'tis not 
| cnough tor us barely to wiſh for this End, but we __ 
| take 
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take the right Courſe, and uſe thoke Means that have 
a proper tendency to it : (Such as fervent and frequent 
Prayer, Serious Repentance, thorough Mortification 
of Sin, Holy and Upright.walking with God, ) for 
there's no ſeparating of the Means from the End. 

Oh that I might this Day prevail with you, with 
every one of you, to reſolve for fincere Godlineſs ! 
Mark the Perfett Man, the End of that Man is Peace ; 
God ſeems to ſingle out this Man from all other Per- 
ſons, to lay his Hand upon him, and fay, Ay this is 
Man, the only Man who ſhall have Peace : Others may 
preſume upon it , but this Man only ſhall enjoy it. 
Here's Certainty as to him; and alſo Excluſion as 
to others: the End of [that Man] is Peace; of that 
Man only ; Others are altogether Strangers to it. If 
thou art not ſuch an oneas that Man, there will be 
no Peace for thee at thy End, whenever it ſhall come ; 
(and God knows how ſoon it may come.)Shall we not 


*all endeavour upon this,to be Upright, Holy,and Good ? 


To. bid adicu to Sin, for will not that be bitterneſs in the 
latter End ? ( As Abner ſpake to Joab CONCOFNING the 
Sword, 2 Sam. 2. 26.) The Evil of Sin, and the Good 
of Holineſs, will never be fully underſtood till we come 
to lie upon a Death-bed. We have ſtrange Notions 
about Theſe, whilſt all is well with us; judging , 
there's but /ittle goodneſs in the one, but /izrle Evil in 
the other. Ah but Sickneſs and Death willundeggive 
us, and alter our apprehenſions about them. You that 
take ſinful, profane Courſes now, how will your Sous 
wiſh then that you had lived otherwiſe! that you had 
aever been ſo looſe, ſo vain, fo athciſtical, fo debauch 
and vitious; that you had not ſo prophancd the Sab- 
bath, ſo negle:tcd God, hved in ſuch cxceſs of Riot, 
Uncleanneſs, Whoredom, (and whatever is naug|1t : ) 
How wilt thou then cry out, Oh would to Gol | 

F | lard 
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had lived a better Life! That I had not cloſed wit 
Sin as I have done! that I had not oppoſed and de- 
rided Holineſs / oh that I had ſpent my Time better / 
and hcarkened to the good Counſel that Miniſters gave 
me ! (and fo on. ) But what wil this avail or ſignifies 
when th* Soul ſhall be in this diſtreſs > Nothing at 
all ! Pray think of this, and reform your Courſe be- 
tore 1t be too late. - ge 

This being the great Motive to Sincerity , (Peace at 
the End,) here are Three Queſtions to be anſwered; 

1. Q. Hath the Upright, Godly Man, »o Peace be- 
fore his Fud? Hath he only Peace at his Death? None 
in Life? Is all his Peace and Comfort reſerved fot a 
dying Hour ? 

Arſw. Not ſo ! He hath peace i» Life as well as at 
Death; He liveth with it, hath it abidingin him ( if 
he doth not loſe it by fining againſt God.) Great 
Peace have they that love thy Law! Pfal.1 19.165.The work 
of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effett of Rightg » 
ouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever , Iſa.. 32. 17, 
Thou wilt keep him in perfeft Peace, (Hebr. Peace, Peace,) 
whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee ; I[a.2.6. j (The perfe&t,Man, 
has perfe& Man.) Peace I leave with yougny Peace T give 
unto you ; Joh. 14.27. — Theſe things have I ſpoken 
that in me ye might have peace, Joh. 16. 33, 2 Cer. 
10. Tet always rejoycing ; A good Conſcieince is a, Continue, 
al. Feaſt. | wk & 9" 

But why then is it ſaid, the End of that Man u Peace? 

1. Becauſe, then Eſpecially and Eminently, the Peo- 
ple of God have this Peace. They necd it more then 
than at other times; and therefore they have more 
of it then. Oh when they are grappling with the 
pangs of Death,juſt launching out into boundleſs Eter- 
nity, how do they then want this Peace ! Wherefore, 
then the gracious God vouchſafes it to them; in an 
higher degree than bctore. 2. Bc- 
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2. Becauſe, then their Peace is of the greate/t v/e and 
efficacy, to work on Others; to draw them in to God, 
and to make them think well of his Ways. Therefore 
it pleaſes God ſometimes to let his People be without 
this Peace in their Life time ; becauſe then it would 
not ſo much be taken notice of : but when they come 
to die, when many Eyes are upon them, to obſerve 
what comfort they have then, then they have it. And 
by this, SpeQtators are brought to judge well both of 
the Perſons,and alfo of the Practices of theſe that arc fo 
fult of Comfort in ſuch atime of need. 
2. Q. Have all Upright Souls this Peace at their F,d : 
Is the End of every Godly Man, Peace? Do al/ ſuch, 
when they come to die, die with this Comfort ? 
Anſw. | dare not fay ſo! I have reaſon to believe , 
that many live without this Peace, and die too without 
this Peace, who yet arc truly Gracious. Some want 
itin Life, but then ( poſſibly ) they have it at Death; 
(As the Martyr , Now he ts come, he is come.) Some 


| haveitin Life, but then want it when they come to 


dic ; God ( at the laſt) withdrawing their Peace , 
ahd' eauſing their Sun to ſet ina dark Cloud : ( thus ut 
ſometimes fares with ſome, whoſe Grace here, and 
Salvation hereafter, I dare not queſtion.) Others go 
withour-it, itr che ſe/b/e part of it, both in lite and wn 
Deuth'; {'that's fail: indeed ! ) True; Grace, is imtheir 
Heatts, but yet this Peace from Got! is not in their 
Hearts. ' It pleafes God very much to ſhew his Sove- 
raignty, in his various dealings with Ins People as to 
ſenſible Comfort. | | 14 
'But then this 'we may fay as to every Huncere and 
Upright Chriſtian. ©" | | 
1. Ordinarily and commenly he has this Petce at his End : 
'tis but now and then that God varies his Method in this. 
2. The root of this Peace tb in him, although he may 
mot*have the Bloſſems of itz; Light is fown for the Righte- 
yp (ih, 
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ons, and gladneſs for the Upright in heart, Pſal. 97. 171. 

3- He hath Faith zo rely upon Chriſt in a dying hour 
though he may not have the Peace and comfortable f 
fedts of Faith then. Oh though he is muchin the dark, 
yet he cleaves to Chriſt, holds faſt upon Chriſt , and 
goes out of the World with this [If 7 periſh, kere I will 
periſh.) Oh (fays he) I have little Peace, Light, and 
Comfort ; but I dye reſting upon Chriſt ; let God do 
with me, what he pleaſes. 

4- Whenever God denies this. Peace to dying Up- 
right Perſons, it 1s for ſome ſpecial Reaſons ; he deſigns 
ſome other way toglorifie himſelf : And if he will glorifie 
himſelf any way,though that Way may te painful to us, 
we muſt ſubmit to it. | 

5. If it be not Peace i Death, it: ſhall certainly be 
Peace juſt after Death. It may be Trouble in a dyi 
hour, even to the Godly ; but as ſoon as ever Deat 
has done it's Work, Iam ſure then they have Peace: 
Thou mayſt die without it, but in Heaven thou ſhalt 
certainly have it. As ſoon as ever the Soul is out ofthe 
Body, it is filfd with Peace. | 

3-Q.1s this the End of that Man only ?Is Peace hmited: 
and peculiar to that Man 2 Do not wedaily ſee, many 
Sinners and wicked Perſons dic in Peace? They go 
out of the World like Lambs, ( as we commonly ex- 
preſs it;) have no troubles, no commotions, no diſtur- 
banceat all upon their Spirits; all is quiet. Wherefore 
then is it: made ſuch a ſpecial and peculiar Priviledge 
in the Text to the Upright ? 

Anſw. 1 deny what is alledg'd. ThePerſons (ſpoken 
of ) may have a ſeeming, an imaginary Peace ; but af- 
ſuredly they have no real and true Peace. There's a 
vaſt difference between the real Peace of a godly Man, 
and the Counterfeit Peace of Sinners, ina _—_ hour : 
The Peace of the One, is but ſtupidity, inſen _—_ 


[ 29 } 


ſeeurity, and preſumption ; but the Peace of the Other, 
isa well-grounded Peace ; Peace rightly bottonvd upon 
the due application of Gods Mercy in Chriſt, and upon 
the faithtul Teſtumony of an enlighten'd Conſcience: 
It is quite otherwiſe in the Peace of the preſumptuous 
Sinner , that dies quietly though he hath lived wick- 
edly. Weſce many a Man is falt aſleep in his Bed, un- 
concern'd, undiſturb'd, even when his Houſe 1s0n Fire, 
and he is juſt ready to drop into the Flames : Or he is 
at Sea in a Storm, yet infenſible of any danger, though 
the Waves threaten to ſwallow him up every Momens. 
Sucha thing is the Peace of theſe Men ; all isquiet with- 
in, when (alas) there is but one poor ke between 
them and Hell. They arc dropping into Eternal Flames, 
þut they ſee not their danger ; and therefore are without 
trouble. But the Peace Bo promiſed to the Godly 
Man, isa quite other Peace, a rcal Peace, not a flaſby 
Peace; a we//-grounded Peace, not a preſumptuous Peace. 
And fuch Peace, the Godly only have at their End; 
they only are within that bleſſed. * Link, Mercy and 
Truth are met . together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiffed each other. 

Tſe 4. IShould ( in the laſt place,) have turn'd my 
Diſcourſe to theſe Perfetit and Upright Perſons. Three 
things Iſhould haveurged upon you whoaxe ſuch, 

I. Toadmire and adore the Goodneſs of God. Oh that 
it ſhould pleaſe him to reward imperfe& Grace, int 
perfect Obedience, umperte&t Holineſs, with this þeſ- 
ſed Peace! Not only with Peacc in Life, but in Death 
too! Ay and with that Peace too which infinitely fur- 
paſſeth what we have here, ( the Heavenly peace, ) 
what matter of admiration is this ! The Endef that Man 
us Peace ; but why ſo? not from any Merit or Worthi- 
neſsin him,or in his Holineſs, Uprightneis ; but meerly 
from the infinite dignation and grace of God. Oh let 
him be adorcd for thus by all Saints ! "oy 
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2. To preſevere in upright Walking with Gol. You 
are in a good way ; oh hold on it! You ſhall not loſe 
by an Holy life ; ſincerity ſhall not bein vain to you ; 
you ſhall te a Gainer by it while you live, when you 
come to die, and then in Heaven to all Eternity. Pro.23. 
18. Surely there 1s, an End, and thine ——_ ſhall 
not be cut off : There is an End, thisend by Death is 
ſureand certain ; and whenever it ſhall come, thine 
expectation ſhall not be cut off ; thy hope m God, as for 
.other good, ſo for inward Peace, ſhall be accompliſht, 
oh hold on in the good ways of God ! 

3. Be as chearſul as ever you can. Living or dying, let 
this Peace that you have, be made as viſible to Others 
as may be. As your light of Grace ſhould ſhine forth, 
fo your light of Comfort ſhould ſhine forth too. Let 

Malcvi- jt appear, you have liv'd well by dying wwell; Men are 
__—_ tomark and obſerve you in your Courle, and in yoyx 
| oneya-cny End,: (that your End is Peace:) if you walk dgjettedly, 
Se. de live and die dejeCtedly ; what wilt become of this 
7 marking? - What will Men have t6 obſerve about you, 
to make them in love with Religion 2' Oh ('amongſt 
other things ) you muſt improve your Peace for God, 
tocredithis Service and Ways! ( Bur I muſt not fur- 

ther ſtay upon theſe things 5 | 

[ would fay —_— upon the.fad Octafion that is 
before us, the Death of a worthy Member of this So- 
cietys Mr. Martin : Ithink T may fay, with a great 
deal of Confidence, this Scripture was verified in him. 
He was indecd an Upright and Perfe&t Man; a truly 
pious Man, - one that was very ſincere mts Profeſſion. 
I have known him long (ſomewhat above Forty Years, ) 
and in all my knowledge and obſervation of him,/ abat- 
ing humane infirmities, ) I never ſaw any thing in his 
Converſation or Carriage, but what did ſpeake him a 

down- 
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down-right Godly Man. In his Calling, in his Truſts, 
in his Relations, in all the perſonal Duties of Religion, 
he carried it like one that did ſincerely fear God : \ this 
many of you know as well as my ſet.) 

And I queſtion not, but when Death made its ſci- 
zure upon him, ( which it did very ſuddenly, tor it 
diſpatched him in one Night. and a ſew hours in the 
Morning ;: juſt about the time, when heuſed to come 
hither to wait upon God in his Ordinances, he went 
to Heaven:) But I ſay, at his Death and End, I queſti- 
on not but he had this Peace: In the midſt ofall his 
Pains and Agonies ( which indeed were very ſharp, 
yetall was quiet and calm within. And I do leſs que- 
{tzon, but that he is entred into the Heavenly Peace. Oh 
he is there, in the full fruition of God and of all Good 
ig God, receiving a full Anſwer to all his Prayers, reap- 
ing the fruit and benefit of all his Holy walking with 
God. He fully knows, what the Peace of Heaven is, 
of which we have been ſpeaking but very impertetly 
this day. Well, his Life was good, and his End. was 
good ; and what can I ſay more! and what can you 
expect or deſire more. 

Let this comfort us , under this very ſudden, and 
very aſflictive ſtroak of Providence. You eſpecially, 
his near.and dear Relatigns, let it comfort you. Your 
Lofs, is his Gain, Your loſs is great , his gain- is far 
[renter you havelaſt, the,Comftort ofa Creature, but 
ig is full of Comfort-in the enjoying the ever-bleſſed 
God. Be you at Peate, 1n this reſpect; 2. e. be patient, 
quiet, ſubmiſſive; conſidering, who has made this 
breach upon you, and what a Dletſed ſtate your near and 
dear Relation is now put into : He is not loſt, but ad- 
vanc'd. Cur doles, ft pertiſſe non credis 2 Tertal, 

We, in this Congregation, have a great loſs ; being 


(It's 


t 32 ] 
depriv'd of one that was diſcreet and prudent, conſidera- 
bly activeand uſeful to us upon many Accounts)Let me 
hereupon, commend three things to you : 

r. Pray to God that he will make wp this breach: That 
now when ſuch a Mnaſor, ſuch an old Diſciple of Chriſt 
is taken away, it would pleaſe God to work upon ſome 
Toung, Ones 1n his room , to bring them into God. It's 
fad to ſee how many old Profeſſors die, and we have 
but few young Converts brought in, to fucceed them 
in what isgood. If the old Plants be pluckt up, and 
there beno young Ones ſet in their ſtcad, the Planta- 
tion is like to come tonothing., 

2. Let the ſuddenneſs of his Death, quicken and awaken 
you toa ſpeedy and ſerious preparation for your own Death. 
Þ bec fal- He Was 1n all Ky ag ae , In very good Health a few 
- limws nur hours before he died ; he went to Bed well , but never 
no -m cameout of it more; no ſooner was he laid down m it to 
argſpci. ſleep, but violent pains ſurpriz'dhim which put a ſpec- 
mw. Sen, dy Period to his Life. Oh Sirs! are we prepared for 
Ep.1. ad ſuch a ſudden Change? Shall we have ſuch Memento's 
Euci of our: frailty, and: yet be ſeepre? We cannot affure 

our ſelves of a _ ickneſs, that Death will make its 
ſlower + = ro us ; we may be cut off ina Night, 
yea in a Moment,oh tet us always watch and be ready ! 
3- Let us follow the good Example of this good and 
Holy Man ; that lwing as he did , we may die as he 
did ; and experience this as to our ſelves, that owr End 
is Peace. May we but ſo live, and /o die, we ſhall not 
need much fear to die. God make us all wiſe unto 
Salvation. oNILg,, | 
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